
 

April 21, 2017 

 

 

 

Hon. Brien J. Sheahan 

Chairman, Illinois Commerce Commission 

527 East Capitol Avenue 

Springfield, IL 62701 

 

RE: Comments on NextGrid Utility of the Future Study 

 

Dear Chairman Sheahan,  

 

As elected officials in DuPage County, we applaud your leadership in launching the NextGrid Utility 

of the Future study. Your efforts as Chairman of the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) will provide 

a roadmap to our state as it seeks to enhance its energy policies in a rapidly changing environment. 

 

As the ICC considers and identifies future technological advancements and new regulatory models, 

we believe there is also an opportunity to make strides in the area of community input. When the 

ICC evaluates and crafts its NextGrid policies, you will most certainly aim to create value for energy 

consumers, encourage use of renewable energy sources, and support innovation and economic 

development. In launching the NextGrid study, we also ask that you consider measures that invite 

collaboration between energy companies and local officials who represent the interests of their 

communities so that local interests are given ample consideration.   

 

Generally, new energy infrastructure has a positive impact on local communities. However, even as 

communities are beneficiaries of new technologies and infrastructure investments, issues arise 

where utility companies are able to overlook community needs, even when it could be unfavorable 

to regional interests. In DuPage County, for example, we recently experienced an issue where 

mayors representing their residents voiced concerns about a plan to run large, above-ground utility 

poles along the new Illinois Route 390 Tollway (Elgin O’Hare Western Access) even though these 

communities had requested that the utilities be buried instead. The purpose of the request was not 

merely aesthetics or personal preference, but rather was part of a larger regional strategy to 

encourage economic development on the western side of O’Hare International Airport, providing a 

direct financial benefit to these DuPage communities.  

 

In situations such as these, local communities can be left feeling powerless. There are certainly 

many factors to consider and interests to be weighed when such decisions are made, but as local 

leaders, it is our responsibility to advocate for the best interests of our residents.  

 

Looking forward, and with the advent of the NextGrid study, we encourage the ICC to advance 

policies and administrative rules which empower local officials to work in partnership with our utility 



companies on infrastructure improvements. A more collaborative environment will help to ensure 

that future energy initiatives are more reflective of local and regional goals.   

 

We thank you for your consideration of our request and your leadership as the ICC embarks on the 

NextGrid study. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Daniel J. Cronin     Rodney Craig        Frank DeSimone 

Chairman     Village President       Village President Elect 

DuPage County     Village of Hanover Park      Village of Bensenville 

 

cc: NextGrid@icc.illinois.gov


